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(54) ELECTRONIC CAMERA 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide the electronic camera of 
satisfactory operability, which can easily identify whether additional 
data is superimposed on image data or not at the time of executing 
printing. 

SOLUTION: The electronic camera 1 is provided with a menu 
switch 16 which menu-displays a first printing mode for printing 
only image data and a second printing mode for overlapping 
additional data with image data and printing it, ascending 
order/descending order switches 12 and 13 moving the menu item 
and an execution switch 18 deciding and executing a noticed item. 
In the first printing mode when an image file recorded in a 
recording medium 6 is displayed on the display 8, additional data is 
overlapped with image data and displayed after display is started 
and a system is switched to the display of only image data after a 

prescribed period. In the second printing mode, additional data is always overlapped with image data 
during display and it is displayed. 
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* NOTICES * 



JPO and INPIT are not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

1 This document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not reflect the original 
precisely. 

2.**** shows the word which can not be translated. 
3. In the drawings, any words are not translated. 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Field of the lnvention]this invention - an electronic camera - in more detail, a graphics file is reproduced 
and it outputs to a printer. 

Therefore, it is related with the electronic camera which prints. 
[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art] In recent years, practical use is widely presented with the electronic camera 
which is transformed into an electrical signal using a photoelectric conversion operation of the 
semiconductor represented by silicon, and is recorded electrically increasingly to what is called a film- 
based camera that applies the sensitization chemical action of a silver halide and records the optical 
image of a photographic subject on a film. Also in such an electronic camera, what is called a digital 
camera that carries out the digital recording of the electrical signal is becoming in use. 
[0003]ln the electronic camera of such a digital type, the digital recording of the picture information of a 
photographic subject is carried out to the recording medium built in the camera body fixed or removable. 
And the recorded image data is transmitted to a general-purpose personal computer (henceforth PC) via 
the data communication port established in the proper place of the camera body by cable cable 
connection or radio (in cases of many infrared rays) communication. 

[0004]Or when removable in a recording medium, data can be transmitted also by pulling out the 
recording medium (in many cases, card type voice is made) from a camera, and reading data using a 
suitable data reader (drive). 

[0005]The printing (print) output of this transmitted image data is carried out using the printer which it is 
freely indicated by a display in PC, and is processed (edit), is saved or is connected to PC. 
[0006]Since the electronic camera has a function as image input apparatus to PC as the one function in 
this way, the image data is usually treated by the form of a file, and is making it correspond to one file 
with one still picture like the case in PC typically. 

[0007]On the other hand, there is attached data which accompanies image data in an electronic camera. 
It is data (called date data or a "date") which requires the most typical thing as this attached data for the 
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date which photoed the image data concerned, or time, and this date data is recorded using the clock 
function built in a camera. 

[0008]Record of such time is set to the conventional film-based camera (at least). Since it was technically 
impossible besides superimposing on a film as a picture (character pattern) (superimpose) before 
Advanced Photo System in recent years appeared, The "photograph containing a date" with which the 
corner of the screen was overlapped on time as a character was put in practical use, and it has become 
common widely. And selection of whether to superimpose the time character will be inevitably 
determined at the time of photography (at the time of film exposure), and having changed was impossible 
after it. 

[0009]On the other hand, since the picture itself is digital-data-ized in the electronic camera as mentioned 
above, It is possible by adding as data (attached data) of addition of the digital data of date information to 
image data, and dealing with it as one graphics file in all to record time, without superimposing on image 
data. This can perform selection of whether to superimpose a time character to a picture arbitrarily at the 
time of a display display or printing, and the date data can be further used for the image management in 
playback apparatus (for example, the camera itself, PC). 

[0010]What is called comment data into which a top number and a photography person input the 
contents of record arbitrarily in a actual camera in addition to the above-mentioned date data, Exposure 
data, such as the data about image quality and shutter speed, such as a pixel number and a 
compression ratio, a diaphragm, and a stroboscope, Various shot data, such as lens data of object 
distance, lens focal point distance, macro photographing, etc., data about a white balance or a light 
source, a self-timer, continuous shooting, or other photo combination and photographing mode data, is 
adopted as attached data if needed. 

[0011]When displaying or printing such attached data, in the case where the conventional common PC is 
used, the way can be freely optimized in the software to be used. That is, it is for very usually not 
following difficulty on the display screen field of PC displaying two or more pictures simultaneously, or 
displaying a print mode and an operation menu on another space as a picture simultaneously further, 
since it has sufficient resolution and a large area. 

[0012]On the other hand, while the demand of electronic cameras increases also to the general user who 
is not a PC user, a means (henceforth a direct print) to connect a camera and a printer via a direct cable 
or radio, and to print a picture attracts attention in recent years, without using PC. When using the 
electronic camera which has such a function, as a picture display, only what is built in this main part of an 
electronic camera will be used. Since the picture display built in this main part of an electronic camera 
has restrictions of a size, a price, electric power, etc. and an usable device is restricted, the present place 
has color LCD of about 2 inches or less of vertical angles in use. For this reason, the device which 
performs an intelligible display in that extremely limited display performance (resolution, area) is needed. 
[0013]As an example of such a device, all the menus of one certain related operation are not arranged 
simultaneously, A number limited into one screen called a page of menus are arranged, and there is a 
thing in which it was made to include the menu which shifts to the next page or returns by chosen and 
performing into it at the last page of constituting what is called a hierarchical menu. 
[0014] 
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[Problem(s) to be Solved by the lnvention]Although the function of the electronic camera had given 
various devices in a conventional example which was in the tendency to be [ from ] enlarged, and was 
mentioned above as everyone knows since it was already very abundant and miscellaneous before the 
direct print function appeared, it was actually difficult to escape from **** as the whole operation. 
[0015]Therefore, in adopting the function concerning a direct print, operation and a display are simplified 
and lessening an operating procedure intelligibly has been technical SUBJECT which has a very big 
meaning. 

[0016]This invention is made in light of the above-mentioned circumstances, and it aims at providing the 
good electronic camera of the operativity which can identify easily whether image data is overlapped on 
attached data at the time of printing execution. 
[0017] 

[Means for Solving the Problem]ln order to attain the above-mentioned purpose, an electronic camera by 
the 1st invention, A display means which is an electronic camera which prints by reproducing a graphics 
file which has attached data independently of image data, and outputting to a printer, and displays data 
of a described image file, A selecting means which chooses the 2nd print mode that prints by 
superimposing the above-mentioned attached data on described image data at the time of the 1st print 
mode and printing execution which print only described image data at the time of printing execution, 
When a preparation and the 1st print mode of the above are chosen, A prescribed period after starting a 
display of a graphics file to the above-mentioned display means superimposes attached data of the 
graphics file concerned on image data, and displays it, Then, when it becomes the 1st display mode 
changed to a display of only image data and the 2nd print mode of the above is chosen, It is constituted 
so that it may become the 2nd display mode that superimposes attached data of the graphics file 
concerned on image data, and always displays it during a display of a graphics file to the above- 
mentioned display means. 

[001 8] In an electronic camera by the 1st above-mentioned invention, an electronic camera by the 2nd 
invention is data in which the above-mentioned attached data contains at least one side of the date and 
time. 

[0019]ln an electronic camera according [ an electronic camera by the 3rd invention ] to the 1st above- 
mentioned invention, In the 1st display mode of the above, predetermined operation is answered, and a 
prescribed period is constituted so that only a picture which carries out the superimposed display of the 
attached data concerned to the image data concerned, and does not superimpose the attached data 
concerned on the image data concerned after that may return to a display. 

[0020]Therefore, an electronic camera by the 1st invention chooses the 2nd print mode that prints by 
superimposing the above-mentioned attached data on described image data at the time of the 1st print 
mode and printing execution which print only described image data by a selecting means at the time of 
printing execution, When the 1st print mode of the above is chosen, A prescribed period after becoming 
the 1st display mode and starting a display of a graphics file to the above-mentioned display means 
superimposes attached data of the graphics file concerned on image data, and displays it, Then, when it 
changes to a display of only image data and the 2nd print mode of the above is chosen, Becoming the 
2nd display mode, during a display of a graphics file to the above-mentioned display means, always 
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attached data of the graphics file concerned is superimposed on image data, and is displayed, and image 
data prints by reproducing a graphics file which has attached data independently, and outputting to a 
printer. 

[0021 ]As for an electronic camera by the 2nd invention, the above-mentioned attached data contains at 
least one data of the date and time. 

[0022]An electronic camera by the 3rd invention answers predetermined operation in the 1st display 
mode of the above, and only a picture which a prescribed period carries out the superimposed display of 
the attached data concerned to the image data concerned, and does not superimpose the attached data 
concerned on the image data concerned after that returns to a display. 
[0023] 

[Embodiment of the lnvention]Hereafter, an embodiment of the invention is described with reference to 
drawings. The block diagram in which drawing 7 shows one embodiment of this invention from dr awing 1 , 
and drawing 1 shows the composition of an electronic camera, The perspective view in which drawing 2 
shows the appearance of an electronic camera from front sides, the perspective view in which drawing 3 
shows the appearance of an electronic camera from the back side, The figure showing the print menu 
with which d rawing 4 is displayed on a display, the figure in which dra win g 5 shows the example of a 
selectable item in the 1st page of a print menu, the figure in which drawing 6 shows the example of the 
menu of an electronic camera, and draw in g 7 are the figures showing image data when date data is 
superimposed. 

[0024]The optical system 2 provided with the focusing glass which carries out image formation of this 
electronic camera 1 to the imaging surface which mentions an object image later as shown in drawing 3 
from drawing 1, and performs a focus, The image pick-up part 3 which carries out photoelectric 
conversion of the object image by which image formation was carried out to the imaging surface, and 
changes that analog signal into a digital signal further according to this optical system 2, The signal 
processing part 4 which performs various kinds of processings to the digital signal outputted from this 
image pick-up part 3, The coding / decoding section 5 which decrypts in order to elongate again the data 
which codes that the output data of this signal processing part 4 should be compressed, and 
compresses, and is recorded, The recording medium 6 which records and saves the data coded by this 
coding / decoding section 5, and the built-in or attachment and detachment to this electronic camera 1 is 
free, for example, comprises a flash memory etc., The printer interface 19 outputted to the printer of the 
exterior where the data decrypted by above-mentioned coding / decoding section 5 was connected to the 
electronic camera 1 concerned, The display control part 7 which builds in the character generator which 
outputs the signal for displaying a picture in response to the output of the above-mentioned signal 
processing part 4, and generates the character for top number displays, etc., The display means slack 
display 8 which becomes by LCD etc. for example, it was allocated in the back side of this electronic 
camera 1 that is controlled based on the output of this display control part 7, and displays a picture, a top 
number, etc., The focusing motor 9 which drives the focusing glass of the above-mentioned optical 
system 2, The power supply recognition discriminating means 20 outputted to the control section 10 
which recognizes and mentions battery residue later by measuring the voltage at the time of a battery 
drive while the electronic camera 1 concerned distinguishes by any it shall drive between the cell or the 
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external power, It has the control section 10 which performs generalization control of this electronic 
camera 1 including each circuit mentioned above, and various kinds of operation switches connected to 
this control section 10, and is constituted. 

[0025]Photography/reproduction change-over switch 11 for various kinds of above-mentioned operation 
switches to switch the mode of this electronic camera 1 to photographing mode and reproduction mode, 
The ascending order switch 12 to which the ascending order of the object as which an order is specified, 
for example, the top number etc., is carried out, Conversely, the descending order switch 13 which 
carries out a descending order and the trigger switch 14 for carrying out the indicating input of making 
photo and record on this electronic camera 1 , The electric power switch 15 for carrying out the indicating 
input of the ON and OFF of the main power supply of the electronic camera 1 , The menu switch 1 6 on 
which the above-mentioned display 8 is made to display the menu for performing various setting out, It 
has the print switch 17 for which the print menu which performs setting out at the time of printing on an 
external printer is displayed on the above-mentioned display 8, and the execution switch 18 which 
becomes final and conclusive and performs the item selected with the above-mentioned menu or the 
print menu etc., and is constituted. 

[0026]The above-mentioned electric power switch 15 is allocated in the approximately center part of the 
upper surface of this electronic camera 1 as a push button-type switch, The above-mentioned 
photography/reproduction change-over switch 11 is allocated as a rotation switch which makes 
approximately ring shape around this electric power switch 15, It is allocated as a press switch by the 
position which is that the above-mentioned trigger switch 14 can be pressed at the forefinger when the 
electronic camera 1 is grasped with the right hand, The above-mentioned print switch 17, the ascending 
order switch 12, the descending order switch 13, and the execution switch 18 are each arranged by the 
right side part of the above-mentioned display 8 toward the bottom from the top as a press switch. 
[0027]Next, the photographing operation by the electronic camera 1 of such composition is explained. 
[0028]First, when taking a photograph, the mode of the electronic camera 1 is set as photographing 
mode with photography/reproduction change-over switch 1 1 . 

[0029] Electric power is supplied to the imaging system of the above-mentioned image pick-up part 3 or 
focusing motor 9 grade by this, and the object image, as for, image formation was carried out to the 
imaging surface of the image pick-up part 3 by the optical system 2 is changed into digital electric 
signals, and after signal processing is performed in the signal processing part 4, it is displayed on the 
display 8 via the display control part 7. A user determines the composition of a photographic subject, etc., 
looking at the display of this display 8. 

[0030]On the other hand, it is inputted also into the control section 10 and it is judged in this control 
section 10 whether a focal position is suitable, and the focusing motor 9 is controlled, and, in the case 
which is not suitable, the output of the above-mentioned signal processing part 4 drives the focusing 
glass of the optical system 2, and controls it to it to become a focusing position. 

[0031]And if the depression of the trigger switch 14 is carried out so that a focal position, composition, 
etc. may become good and a user may record a picture, It is coded by coding / decoding section 5, and 
the output of the signal processing part 4 is recorded on the recording medium 6 as 1 file basis per 
picture based on a predetermined format. 
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[0032]At this time, to this graphics file, with described image data, for example Date data, A top number, 
comment data, picture quality data (a pixel number, a compression ratio, etc.), exposure data (shutter 
speed, a diaphragm, a stroboscope, etc.), Attached data as occasion demands [ for lens data (object 
distance, lens focal point distance, macro photographing, etc.), the data about a white balance or a light 
source, photographing mode data (a self-timer, continuous shooting, a photo combination, etc.), etc. ] is 
contained as data. 

[0033]Next, the operation at the time of reproducing the picture recorded with this electronic camera 1 is 
explained. 

[0034]When reproducing, the mode of the electronic camera 1 is set as reproduction mode with 
photography/reproduction change-over switch 1 1 . 

[0035]Then, reproduction is started from the picture of the top number specified, for example, and the 
image data corresponding to this top number is read from the recording medium 6. When performing 
reproduction for example, from 1 top eye here, the image data of 1 top eye is read, and it is decrypted by 
coding / decoding section 5, and is displayed on the display 8 via the signal processing part 4 and the 
display control part 7. At this time, the display control part 7 displays by the character generator to build 
in generating the character corresponding to a top number (in this case, 1), and superimposing on image 
data. 

[0036]lf the ascending order switch 12 is operated to reproduce 2 top eye which a user follows, control 
will be started in order to reproduce this 2 top eye by the control section 10, and the picture of 2 top eye 
will be displayed on the display 8 with a top number (in this case, 2). 

[0037]Then, when shifting to the display of 2 top eye to 3 top eye, the top number which a display is 
similarly performed and is displayed by operation of the descending order switch 13 falls and it shifts to 
the display of the specified arbitrary tops further again, a display is performed similarly. 
[0038]Then, the operation at the time of printing the picture recorded with the electronic camera 1 is 
explained. 

[0039]When printing, a user performs the depression of the print switch 17. Thereby, a print menu as 
shown in drawing 4 is displayed on the display 8. Immediately after this print menu's being constituted by 
two screens, for example, and pushing the print switch 17, a print menu as shown in drawing 4 (A) is 
displayed, If the item (NEXT) from which it moves to the following page in this menu is performed, it will 
shift to the following screen as shown in drawing 4 (B). 

[0040]lt enables it to select the print menu which becomes at these 2 pages by the 1st page about the 
item which seldom takes time to perform print processing, and enables it to select it by the 2nd page 
about the item which takes time to perform print processing comparatively. 

[0041]Namely, the page [ 1st ] print menu shown in draw i ng 4 (A), The single print (SINGLE PRINT) 
(refer to dr awing 5 (A)) which prints only the picture of selected 1 , The index print (INDEX PRINT) (refer 
to drawing 5 (B)) which prints the picture of a predetermined number (for example, 16) into the print 
sheet of one sheet at a top numerical order, The multiple print (MULTIPLE PRINT) (refer to drawing 5 
(C)) which prints the identical image of a predetermined number (for example, 16) into the print sheet of 
one sheet, The mirror print (MIRROR PRINT) (refer to drawing 5 (D)) which carries out the flip horizontal 
only of the picture of selected 1 , and prints it, ** -- being displayed selectable - further the above - the 
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item (NEXT) from which it moves to next page, and the item (END) which terminates a print menu are 
displayed selectable. 

[0042]The arrow which shows the item to which its attention is paid is displayed, by carrying out the 
depression of the above-mentioned ascending order switch 12, it moves to the one upper part and one 
moves to the left-hand side of each of these items caudad by carrying out the depression of the above- 
mentioned descending order switch 13. 

[0043]And if an arrow is moved to an item to choose, the item will be chosen and become final and 
conclusive by carrying out the depression of the above-mentioned execution switch 18. 
[0044]The following screen as shown in drawing 4 (B) is displayed by performing the item (NEXT) from 
which it moves to the following page of the items shown in above-mentioned drawing 4 (A). 
[0045]The page [ 2nd ] print menu shown in this drawi ng 4 (B), The printall (PRINT ALL) which prints all 
the pictures currently recorded on the recording medium 6, The selection image (SELECT IMAGE) for 
choosing the arbitrary pictures (one may be sufficient and plural may be sufficient) in the picture currently 
recorded on the recording medium 6, The selection print (SELECT PRINT) which prints all pictures with 
this selected selection image (SELECT IMAGE), ** - it is displayed selectable and the item (END) which 
terminates a print menu like the item (PREV) and **** from which it moves to the last page shown in 
above-mentioned drawing 4 (A) further is displayed selectable. 

[0046]The above-mentioned selection image is an item which performs picture selection for printing as 
mentioned above, The picture currently recorded on the recording medium 6 by choosing this item is 
displayed one by one, It is printed by performing the above-mentioned selection print about the picture to 
which marking was performed to the picture and these marking was performed by carrying out the 
depression of the execution switch 18, when the picture to print is displayed. 

[0047]lt is chosen from the menu by the above-mentioned menu switch 16 whether in the case of such a 
print, the above-mentioned attached data, especially date data are superimposed on image data, and are 
printed. This is explained with reference to drawing 6 . 

[0048] If the above-mentioned menu switch 16 is pushed when the electronic camera 1 is photographing 
mode with the above-mentioned photography/reproduction change-over switch 1 1 , immediately after 
that, the 1st page of the menu which becomes at 2 pages as shown in drawing 6 (A) will be displayed. 
[0049]Namely, the page [ 1st ] menu shown in drawing 6 (A), Image quality when recording image data 
on the recording medium 6 Super-high definition (SHQ), high-definition (HQ), and the item usually 
chosen from image quality (SQ), The item (AE+/-) which performs exposure correction, and the item 
(ERASE ALL) which performs elimination of all the recording image data, The item (FORMAT CARD) 
which initializes the recording medium 6, the item (NEXT) from which it moves to the following page, and 
the item (END) which terminates a menu are displayed selectable. 

[0050]Execution of the item (NEXT) from which it moves to the following page here will display the page 
[ 2nd ] menu shown in drawing 6 (B) on the display 8. 

[0051 ]The page [ 2nd ] menu shown in this drawi ng 6 (B), The item (DATE) which performs setting out 
about date data, the item (BRIGHTNESS) which performs setting out of a luminosity, the item (PREV) 
which returns to the last page shown in above-mentioned drawing 6 (A), and the item (END) which 
terminates a menu like **** are displayed selectable. 
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[0052]Selection of the item (DATE) which performs setting out about date data here will display the 1st 
page of the date set menu which becomes at 2 pages as shown in drawing 6 (C) which is a hierarchical 
menu under one on the display 8. 

[0053]The page [ 1st ] date set menu shown in this drawing 6 (C), The item (YEAR) which sets up a year, 
and the item (MONTH) which sets up the moon, The item (DAY) which sets up a day, the item (HOUR) 
which sets up time, the item (MINUTE) which sets up a part, the item (NEXT) from which it moves to the 
following page, and the item (EXIT) which returns to the hierarchy on one shown in above-mentioned 
draw i ng 6 (B) are displayed selectable. 

[0054]Execution of the item (NEXT) from which it moves to the following page here will display the page 
[ 2nd ] date set menu shown in drawing 6 (D) on the display 8. 

[0055]The page [ 2nd ] date set menu shown in this dra wing 6 (D), The item (FORMAT) which performs 
setting out according to country, and the item (TIME) which sets up whether the display of time and a 
part is performed, The print item (PRINT) which sets up whether date data is superimposed and printed 
at the time of a print, the item (PREV) which returns to the last page that shows above-mentioned 
drawing 6 (C), and the item (EXIT) which returns to the hierarchy on one like **** are displayed 
selectable. 

[0056]Namely, in the state which shows in this drawing 6 (D), the 1st print mode that prints only image 
data at the time of a print, and the 2nd print mode that superimposes date data on image data and prints 
it at the time of a print can be chosen now by setting up a print item. 

[0057]Next, the display of the display 8 according to the propriety of the overlap printing of the date data 
based on a print item is explained. 

[0058]First, in the electronic camera 1, when the 2nd print mode that superimposes date data on image 
data and prints it is chosen, as the date data of the graphics file is always superimposed on image data 
and it is shown in drawing 7, it displays during the display of the graphics file to the display 8. 
[0059]On the other hand, when the 1st print mode that prints only image data at the time of a print is 
chosen in the electronic camera 1, After the display start of the graphics file to the display 8, a prescribed 
period (for example, 3 seconds) is displayed, as the date data of the graphics file is superimposed on 
image data and it is shown in drawing 7 , but as shown in above-mentioned drawing 5 (A) after that, it 
changes to the display of only image data. 

[0060]lt can be checked easily in any the electronic camera 1 shall be between the 1st print mode and 
the 2nd print mode, without pushing the menu switch 16 and displaying a menu by this. 
[0061] Although **** explained the case where it was chosen whether date data is printed, it cannot be 
overemphasized that it may be made to choose whether it does not restrict to this and other attached 
data is printed similarly. And it is same to control whether only the prescribed period after starting the 
superimposed display to the display 8 is used or it displays continuously also in this case according to 
whether it is the 1st print mode or it is the 2nd print mode. 

[0062]According to such an embodiment, even if it does not display the menu which sets up a print 
mode, it can be easily identified whether attached data is overlapped and is printed only by displaying a 
picture on a display, and operativity improves substantially. 

[0063]A 2nd embodiment is described for the embodiment mentioned above below as a 1st embodiment. 
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[0064]ln a 1st embodiment, when the 1st print mode is chosen, only the predetermined time after a 
display start of the graphics file to the display 8 (for example, 3 seconds) is made to perform the 
superimposed display of date data, but. In this case, when to check the contents of data is wished after 
for a while passed after the display start of a graphics file, once switching a print mode or displaying 
another picture, troublesome operations, such as displaying the target picture anew, are needed. 
[0065]lf a 2nd embodiment operates a suitable operation switch (it is a trigger switch as an example), 
only predetermined time (3 seconds) will perform the superimposed display of date data from the time, 
and only a picture will return to a display after that. Although a thing for exclusive use may be provided as 
an operation switch, the increase in a switch is avoided by making a trigger switch serve a double 
purpose here. Since a trigger switch is a switch used by photographing mode, even if it uses also 
[ display switch / about the date data which is needed by reproduction mode ], there is no problem in 
particular. 

[0066]Since data is displayed for 3 seconds only by pushing a trigger switch when according to such an 
embodiment the 1st print mode is chosen and to check the contents of data is wished, it can check easily 
[ always ]. In order that only a picture may return to a display in 3 seconds, the check of a print mode as 
well as a 1st embodiment is easy. 

[0067]As for this invention, it is needless to say for various modification and application to be possible 
within limits which are not limited to each embodiment mentioned above and do not deviate from the 
main point of an invention. 
[0068] 

[Effect of the lnvention]As explained above, according to this invention according to claim 1, it becomes 
[ whether image data is overlapped on attached data at the time of printing execution, and ] a good 
electronic camera of easily discriminable operativity. 

[0069]According to this invention according to claim 2, while doing so the same effect as the invention 
according to claim 1 , it is easily discriminable whether at least one side of the date and time is 
overlapped on image data, and is printed. 

[0070]According to this invention according to claim 3, while doing so the same effect as the invention 
according to claim 1, the contents of data can be checked easily [ always ]. 



[Translation done.] 
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* NOTICES * 



JPO and INPIT are not responsible for any 
damages caused by the use of this translation. 

LThis document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not reflect the original 
precisely. 

2.**** shows the word which can not be translated. 
3. In the drawings, any words are not translated. 



CLAIMS 

[Claim(s)] 

[Claim 1]A display means which is an electronic camera which prints by reproducing a graphics file which 
has attached data independently of image data, and outputting to a printer, and displays data of a 
described image file, The 1st print mode that prints only described image data at the time of printing 
execution, When it has a selecting means which chooses the 2nd print mode that prints by 
superimposing the above-mentioned attached data on described image data at the time of printing 
execution and the 1st print mode of the above is chosen, A prescribed period after starting a display of a 
graphics file to the above-mentioned display means superimposes attached data of the graphics file 
concerned on image data, and displays it, Then, when it becomes the 1st display mode changed to a 
display of only image data and the 2nd print mode of the above is chosen, An electronic camera 
constituting so that it may become the 2nd display mode that superimposes attached data of the graphics 
file concerned on image data, and always displays it during a display of a graphics file to the above- 
mentioned display means. 

[Claim 2]The electronic camera according to claim 1, wherein the above-mentioned attached data is data 
containing at least one side of the date and time. 

[Claim 3]The electronic camera according to claim 1 constituting so that only a picture which 
predetermined operation is answered, and a prescribed period carries out the superimposed display of 
the attached data concerned to the image data concerned in the 1st display mode of the above, and 
does not superimpose the attached data concerned on the image data concerned after that may return to 
a display. 



[Translation done.] 
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